
 
 
 

Emergency Planning for Your Pet in Domestic Violence Situations 
 
Whether there is a large-scale emergency or a personal life crisis such as domestic violence, pets 
should always be included in emergency planning.  The following should be included in the 
emergency planning: 
 

1. Recognize that the pet is in as much danger as people in the home.  Inform social workers or 
domestic hotline workers and others that an escape plan must consider the family pet. 

2. Identify supports and possible assistance to serve as designated caretakers of the pet. These 
supports include family members, friends, friends of family members, colleagues, neighbors, 
members of groups, church or congregation associations, schoolmates, and others.  Ask 
individuals for assistance to care for and shelter the pet for a specific period of time.  In the 
case of a few days of care, ask your veterinarian for boarding.  In addition, contact Pets for 
Life NY for referrals to low cost boarding. 

3. Prepare the pet by ensuring the pet is in good health and up-to-date on vaccinations, spayed 
or neutered, and microchipped.  Keep all paperwork in one folder as proof of ownership and 
also proof that the animal is healthy and up-to-date on vaccinations. (This is especially useful 
if the pet must be boarded temporarily.) 

4. Take a picture of the pet (as future proof that the pet is your property). 
5. Include the pet on an Order of Protection. 

 
 

Additional Crisis Resources in NY: 
Pets for Life – NY (Humane Society of the United States Surrender Prevention Program): (917) 468-
2938 
Safe Horizons (Domestic Violence Hotline): 1 (800) 621-4673 
My Sister’s Place (Westchester Domestic Violence Program with pet program): (914) 683-1333 
 
Additional Resources: 
Co-Sheltering Programs throughout the US for Domestic Violence:  www.animalsandfamilies.org 
 
Volunteering for the Mayor’s Alliance 
The Mayor’s Alliance is always recruiting for volunteer foster homes to care for animals of victims 
of domestic violence.  If interested, go to www.animalalliancenyc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


